TEXT

Butterfly, posthumously
Text by Baldwin Giang

(with adapted text from Madama Butterfly: libretto by

Luigi Illica and Giuseppe
Giacosa)

. (To a lover)

| do not move

| do not leave,

Do not resist.

| stay fastened

Down, like a butterfly.

| have caught you.

I hold you as you flutter.
Be mine.

Il. (To you)

In my country

When a man catches a butterfly

He'll pierce its heart

With a needle

That it may not escape.

“What is a country but a life sentence?”

III. (To her son)

For you,

That you may go away,
Beyond the ocean.

For you,

When you are older,
Never to feel torn.

For you,

To love another man,
To love him,

Beyond the ocean.

But know,

Your departure

Is afinal one.

Like the monarch butterfly,
Only your children

Will return.

But know,

“Only the future
Revisits the past.”

IV. (To her husband)
You will return

You will come
Calling “Butterfly”
From the distance.

| will not go to you.
For on the hill, I lie.
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