Julius Eastman
That Which
Is Fundamental

Bowerbird is pleased to present “That Which Is Fundamental”’, a weekend of
events introducing the life and work of Julius Eastman (1940 - 1990). Eastman
was a gay African American composer and performer who was active in avant-
garde and contemporary music in the 1970s and 80s, but who died homeless,
leaving an incomplete but compelling collection of scores and recordings. The
weekend seeks to not only introduce Eastman’s music to audiences, but also to
contextualize Eastman’s identity as a gay African American in his time and ours.
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Major support for the project has been provided by The Pew Center for Arts & Heritage, with additional support from the Slought Foundation and
The Rotunda. Pianos have been provided by Cunninghan Piano Company.



